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SUBJECT: CITRUS EUNGICIDES 

1. EOREIGN MINISTRY NO AM DIV DIRECTOR FUKUDA RAISED STATUS 
EUNGICIDE ISSUE WITH ECON COUNS ON EEBRUARY 18. EUKUDA SAID 
THAT HE IS CONVINCED THAT FLORIDA CITRUS 

INTERESTS AND/OR THEIR JAPANESE COUNTERPARTS ARE WORKING TO 
DELAY APPROVAL OF OPP. HE SAID A JAPANESE BUSINESSMAN NAMED 
EUJII, WHO IS ONE OE SEVERAL JAPANESE ASSOCIATED WITH 
SEALD SWEET, ARE URGING THAT NO ACTION BE TAKEN ON OPP UNTIL 
TBZ IS ALSO READY EOR APPROVAL. 

2. WE TOLD FUKUDA WE HAD TO BE VERY SUSPICIOUS OF SUCH 
ASSERTIONS AND AEEIRMED THAT THE USG REQUEST IS EOR PROMPT, 
EAVORABLE ACTION ON OPP, WITH QUESTIONS OF TBZ TO FOLLOW 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. EUKUDA SAID HE UNDERSTOOD OUR 
SUSPICION, AND OUR POSITION ON OPP BUT HAD STRONG EVIDENCE THAT 
IMPORTERS OE ELORIDA CITRUS ARE URGING DELAY AND THEIR POSITION 
IS BEING RECEIVED SYMPATHETICALLY BY HEALTH AND WELFARE 
MINISTRY. FUKUDA THEN PRODUCED A XEROX COPY OP A 

LETTER OP JANUARY 17 PROM SENATOR RICHARD (DICK) 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TOKYO 02370 180900Z 

STONE OP FLORIDA TO THEN VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT 
MONDALE. THE LETTER CERTAINLY LOOKED GENUINE. ITS 
SECOND PARAGRAPH WAS A REQUEST EOR MONDALE TO ASK THE 
JAPANESE TO APPROVE SOPP REPEAT SOPP AND TBZ. IT 
SAID TESTING OP SOPP IS COMPLETE AND THAT TBZ TESTING 
WOULD BE PINISHED IN EEBRUARY. SOPP IS AN ENTIRELY 
DIPFERENT EUNGICIDE NOT NOW BEING TESTED AND NOT 
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UNDER CONSIDERATION EOR APPROVAL. WE ASKED IE OPPONENTS 
OE EUNGICIDES IN JAPAN HAD COPIES OF THE STONE LETTER, 

AND FUKUDA SAID HE DID NOT THINK SO. WE ASKED 
IE THE LETTER HAD BEEN PROVIDED BY A MEMBER OE VICE PRES- 
IDENT MONDALE'S PARTY DURING HIS VISIT AND EUKUDA SAID 
NO, BUT DECLINED TO REVEAL HIS SOURCE. 

3. COMMENT: WHEREVER THESE PRESSURES FOR APPROVAL FOR 
SOPP AND TBZ ARE COMING EROM, THEY ARE MUDDYING THE 
WATERS IN TOKYO. WE WILL CONTINUE TO URGE QUICK 
ACTION ON OPP. MENTION OF SOPP IN ANY CONNECTION DOES 
NOT HELP OUR CASE. 

SHOESMITH 

NOTE BY OC/T: PASSED AGRICULTURE. 
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